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From the guide: Approaches to teaching and learning in the Diploma Program

Paper 3: The Policy Paper: The New Syllabus

How many units are there?

There are four syllabus units that form the core 

content for SL and HL. These are:

● Unit 1: Introduction to economics

● Unit 2: Microeconomics

● Unit 3: Macroeconomics

● Unit 4: The global economy
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What about real-world issues and contemporary content?

Real world issues

Students must explore the three units of “Microeconomics”, 

“Macroeconomics” and “The global economy” through the 

lens of real-world issues; each unit has two real-world issues. 

Emphasis has also been placed on key global issues like 

environment, inequality and poverty.
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From the guide: Economics 2020

Paper 3: The Policy Paper: Mark Scheme
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New Syllabus2013 Syllabus

Paper 3: The Policy Paper

Significant changes in the syllabus.

Lets just look at demand and supply as an example:
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From the Specimen Paper

What types of questions can we expect?

● Reading information from a diagram
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From the Specimen Paper

What types of questions can we expect?

● Validity of statistics

With a focus on using data
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From the Specimen Paper

What types of questions can we expect?

● Interpreting data
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From the Specimen Paper

What types of questions can we expect?

● Applications of gini coefficient
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How can we adjust our teaching?

● Practice using data in class to 

identify economic problems
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How can we adjust our teaching?

● Newspaper articles describing 

economic problems.  Eg 

COVID-19.  Challenge students 

to solve them



Paper 3: The Policy Paper

How can we adjust our teaching?

● Policy Game

TEAM A - Proposition TEAM B - Opposition TEAM C

➔ Students develop a solution 

to an economic problem

➔ Eg solving the over 

consumption of sugary 

drinks

➔ They list all the reasons why 

it's a great solution

➔ Then passed to team B

➔ Students point all the 

problems with the 

proposed solutions

➔ Then passed to team C

➔ Students decide which 

side has the strongest 

argument (balance) and 

identifies the winner
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