
Assessment Prep with Kognity
IBDP Economics

What is this guide for?

This guide is designed to help you 
make the most out of Kognity as a tool 
to prepare students for success both 
in formative assessments and IBDP 
exam preparation.

Below you will find some ways teachers can use Kognity’s resources to successfully 
prepare their students for IBDP Economics assessment components. Click on each 

picture to explore more in Kognity Economics!

How does Kognity help with assessment preparation for IBDP Economics?

John Hattie

“Think of feedback as 
received, not given.”

According to John Hattie, Professor of Education and Director of 
the Melbourne Educational Research Institute at the University of 
Melbourne, Australia, feedback is an important driver for improving 
teaching and learning. Formative assessments play a large role in 
consistent feedback throughout the year as students prepare for 
their IBDP exams. Kognity provides efficient tools for immediate 
feedback to both the student and teacher.

For students:

Students can test their problem solving, interpretation and analysis skills in 
Economics through worked examples, receiving immediate feedback on their 
responses. In addition, at the end of each section, students can complete 
section questions that are auto-graded, allowing students to receive 
feedback right away on their progress.

For teachers:

Teachers get immediate feedback on their students’ progress through the 
Textbook and Questions data, located on the Insights page. Here, teachers 
can view a visual representation of student quiz and assignment scores. 
Teachers can then easily identify those students who need help, which 
makes intervention fast and efficient.

https://visible-learning.org/john-hattie/
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How does Kognity help with formative assessments?

Revision Quizzes

Practice Papers

Kognity’s question assignments can be 

used as revision quizzes as review at the 

end of a unit. All question assignments are 

auto-graded, so students and teachers can 

immediately receive the results. Teachers 

can then revise any common mistakes 

before starting to teach new content.

Kognity provides exam questions, marks schemes and model answers that teachers can 

use in a variety of different ways with their students. For example, teachers can go over a 

practice paper as a class, write the answer together, and focus on examiner comments. 



How does Kognity help with formative assessments?

Exit Tickets

Exit tickets are a great type of formative assessment. At the end of class, students 

respond to a series of questions pertaining to the lesson to consolidate their knowledge 

and understanding. The questions at the end of each Economics section are great exit 

tickets. When teachers give reading assignments, students must answer every question 

correctly in order to complete the section, allowing teachers to view their progress in the 

insights tab.



How does Kognity help with IB Assessment Preparation?

Internal Assessment (IA)

To ensure success in the IA, teachers 

must spend time introducing 

and explaining the criteria and 

responsibilities to their students. 

Kognity’s IA topic is a great resource 

for both teachers and students to 

understand the requirements and 

see clear and detailed examples 

for each criterion. Below are some 

more specific ways Kognity supports 

students in achieving IA success.

According to the Economics Guide: First Assessment 2022 (page 71), to earn 3 marks for 

Evaluation (Criteria E), students must demonstrate balanced reasoning.

This is a challenging skill to develop in class. Kognity provides students many opportunities 

to practise the skills required for the balanced reasoning requirement for evaluation.

For example, in section 3.7.2, students can complete 

the case study Creating greater efficiencies in the 

market through privatisation. The questions require 

students to practise the skills required for evaluation.



How does Kognity help with IB Assessment Preparation?

An important change to the internal assessment in the new guide is the inclusion of 

concepts.To earn full marks for the criteria on concepts, students must fully explain how 

the concept links to the article.

The best way to prepare students for this requirement is to give them opportunities 

to practice. The beginning of each section starts with the Big Picture, and a link to a 

concept.

At the end of the subtopic, students can reinvestigate the concept/s using the Frayer 

Model.

In the Frayer Model, teachers introduce the concept, and discuss it with the class. The 

students then use the case studies or investigation in the subtopic to identify where the 

concept arises. In this way, students can delve into the links between concepts and content.

Source: Economics Guide: First Assessment 2022 (page 71)

https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model


How does Kognity help with IB Assessment Preparation?

Paper 1 - Real World Examples

To help prepare students for paper 1, they need a lot of exposure to real life examples as 

well as practice applying economic theory to the real world. Having access to real world 

examples and case studies can be challenging. Kognity makes this easy as each section 

contains several case studies that expose students to real life examples that can be used 

in the exam. The case studies provide an in depth real world example, as well as some 

links to further information. The case studies also include investigative questions to help 

students fully explore and engage in the real world example.



Paper 2  - Developing Evaluation skills

How does Kognity help with IB Assessment Preparation?

Exam-Style Assignments

Investigations

Below are some specific ways Kognity can help students with preparing for Paper 2.

Part (g) of paper 2 makes up 15 of the 40 marks for the paper. It is the most challenging 

question, and needs practice and preparation. To help students succeed, they need to 

develop evaluation skills. Teachers can assign paper 2 exam style questions from Topic 4 

- The Global Economy, which has mark schemes and model answers. The model answer 

can be used to show students what the examiner is looking for and how to evaluate 

effectively. 

At the end of each subtopic is an investigation where students have an opportunity to 

explore a real world topic. Some investigations are written in such a way to help students 

develop essential skills for evaluation. For example, the investigation in section 2.11.9 

asks students to explore the 

monopolistic behaviour of the 

large tech companies and then 

debate the topic in the picture 

below. This is a great activity 

for students to understand the 

need to create strong arguments, 

counter arguments and balance.

https://kognity.com/resources/kognity-training-videos/#exam-style-question


How does Kognity help with IB Assessment Preparation?

Paper 3 - Quantitative questions

Students need practice to feel confident with the quantitative component of the course.

Worked Examples

Paper 3 requires students to demonstrate quantitative skills, interpreting graphs and 

calculations.  To help students develop these skills, and test their understanding, Kognity 

includes worked examples. See the example below from section 4.2.1 (Tariffs).

Students can test their understanding by attempting the question, and then immediately 

viewing the answer to see if they get it correct. The worked examples also include an 

explanation on how to answer the question correctly. Worked examples give students 

immediate feedback, and gives students the tools to understand their mistakes and 

improve.


