
IBDP English A: Language and Literature
Our IBDP English A: Language and Literature SL/HL subject supports the DP syllabus 

for the first assessment in 2021.

Key Features

Kognity’s IBDP English A: Language and Literature has several key features which support 

both teachers and students. An overview of these features will be covered here and more 

detailed descriptions and ways they can be incorporated into the learning environment can 

be found in additional documents and webinars in the educator hub. 

www.kognity.com



a.   Syllabus organisation  

This resource is fully aligned with the current IBDP curriculum and offers high-quality, 

flexible and modular guidance and support for IB teaching and learning. 

The specific syllabus understandings from the DP English A: Language and Literature guide 

can be seen at the start of each section.

The content is organised around 3 topics: 

1.	 The Book

•	 Topic 1 introduces the foundational elements of the subject

•	 Topic 2 covers both non-literary and literary text types

•	 Topic 3 is focused on the core skills for the different assessment components



b.   Learning Design   

The resource is rooted in learner-centred methods that prioritise flexibility, active 

engagement, and scaffolded skills development. It was designed for both linear progression 

and modular use, allowing students and teachers to engage with it sequentially or dip in 

and out based on their unique classroom needs and goals. It follows a “Learn and Apply” 

loop that operates on two levels: the broader topic level and the subtopic level, ensuring 

that active learning is embedded throughout.

Topic 1 serves as a foundational reference point, equipping learners with essential 

understandings of the IB DP English A: language and Literature course components 

including the seven Central Concepts, the Areas of Exploration, the Fields of Inquiry, and 

Global Issues, as well as foundational tools for textual analysis, such as Textual Features and 

Authorial Choices.

Topics 2 and 3 are structured around learn sections, focused on building essential 

knowledge and analytical skills, and corresponding apply sections, which give students the 

opportunity to put those skills into practice through analysis of new extracts. 

At the subtopic level, the Learn and Apply loop begins with a “Big Picture” section that 

introduces a subtopic question, connects the content to the real world, and sparks curiosity. 

Each subtopic then closes with a Learner Portfolio Reflective Prompt, designed to foster 

metacognition and encourage students to reflect on their learning journey  completing the 

inquiry loop.



c.   Course Content

Diagrams, illustrations, photos and interactive activities add a visual perspective to key 

concepts of the syllabus, making learning fun and engaging.

d.   International Mindedness

Within Kognity English A: Language and Literature you will find selected extracts to 

showcase a diverse range of perspectives, ensuring inclusive representation across various 

key dimensions:

•	 Author’s Gender: A balanced inclusion of authors across genders

•	 Inclusion in PRL: Alignment with the IB Prescribed Reading List (PRL) where 

applicable

•	 In Translation: Inclusion of translated works 

•	 Literary and Non-Literary Balance: Extracts are evenly distributed across literary and 

non-literary categories to ensure comprehensive coverage of the syllabus.

•	 Extract Time and Place: Texts span different historical periods and geographical 

contexts

•	 Key Concepts: Extracts are linked to the IB’s 7 central concepts



•	 Areas of Exploration: Texts are aligned with the three Areas of Exploration

•	 Fields of Inquiry: Extracts connect to the five Fields of Inquiry, enabling students to 

explore global issues

This diversity ensures that students engage with texts that reflect a wide range of cultural, 

temporal, and conceptual contexts, fostering critical thinking, inclusivity, and global 

understanding.

e.   Contextual framing

One of the main challenges of English A: Language and Literature is that teachers and 

students can study an immense variety of texts. “Introduction”, “Before you start’ and ‘You 

should know” boxes have been purposefully crafted to provide essential context and orient 

students before they encounter complex extracts. Whether clarifying historical background, 

unpacking cultural references, obscure terminology, or signalling key textual features, these 

boxes ensure students aren’t thrown into analysis without grounding. By establishing a 

shared foundation, they empower students to approach unfamiliar material with greater 

confidence, curiosity, and critical engagement—regardless of the unique text choices in 

their individual classrooms.



f.   Assessment

Topic 3 is entirely devoted to assessment 

and Kognity offers a comprehensive suite of 

assessment-focused resources designed to 

prepare students for success in English A: 

Language and Literature. Through activity 

sheets, scaffolded templates  tailored to each 

assessment component—The Individual Oral, 

Paper 1, Paper 2, and the HL Essay—abd 

through exam-style questions, students practise 

core skills such as critical thinking, textual 

analysis, writing and speaking. Reflective 

prompts and learner portfolio tasks further 

encourage metacognition and conceptual 

engagement, making Kognity a powerful tool 

for guiding students through the rigours of IBDP 

assessment with structure, clarity, and depth.



The assignments section allows teachers to assign exam-style question assignments. This 

can be used in many different ways including a flipped classroom approach, a review ap-

proach or a support approach. 

Exam-style questions are available in a lockable format so that teachers can decide how to 

use this feature to suit their students and program best, for example to give access before 

mock exams, final exams or throughout the program. 

2.  Assignments

www.kognity.com




