
IBDP English A: Language and Literature
Teacher to Teacher Tips

Kognity is designed to help you prepare your students for success in their studies, 

while saving you time in the process. We have taken some of the most frequently asked 

questions from IBDP English A: Language and Literature  teachers and provided the 

answers to them. Explore them below! 

What should students focus on when reading this resource?

First, it’s important to understand that this isn’t a traditional textbook—it’s 

a flexible, modular learning companion designed to support inquiry, not 

just deliver content. Students should focus on engaging with the resource 

actively, using the structure as a springboard rather than a script. Each section 

includes context-setting tools—like “Big picture,” “You should know,” and 

“Before you start” boxes—which prepare students to approach unfamiliar 

texts with confidence. The learning journey is non-linear: students can move 

through topics sequentially or dip into specific sections based on their current 

focus, whether that’s honing a particular skill, exploring a particular extract, 

or preparing for an assessment. The goal isn’t to memorise—it’s to explore, 

interpret, reflect, and build independent critical thinking.

Moreover, each section has words which could be new to the student 

hyperlinked to the glossary so that a small definition pop up appears.



The “Skills objectives” at the beginning of each section articulate what students 

are expected to develop, setting transparent, skill-focused goals that align 

with IBDP assessment demands. This helps students see not just what they’re 

learning, but why it matters, and how it connects to their long-term growth 

as readers, thinkers, and communicators.The “Thinking prompt”, by contrast, 

opens a conceptual doorway—posing an essential, inquiry-based question 

that sparks curiosity and positions the section within a larger conversation. 



The last section in each subtopic consists of the “Learner portfolio reflective 

prompt”, inviting students to pause, process, and personalise their learning. 

These prompts help close the inquiry loop by encouraging students to return 

to the subtopic’s “Thinking prompt”, connect ideas across texts and contexts, 

and articulate how their thinking has evolved.

The alignment with the seven Central Concepts, Areas of Exploration, and 

Fields of Inquiry is shown in colourful boxes at the start of every section in 

Topics 2 and 3. This gives the student a map to interpretation while going 

through the section. 



Kognity’s support for the Individual Oral provides a full skill-building journey. 

The “Skills for the Individual Oral” subtopic deconstructs this assessment 

by guiding students through each step: selecting suitable literary works and 

bodies of work, choosing the extracts, constructing the global issue, analysing 

textual features and authorial choices, planning a structured outline, and 

delivering the oral. Templates scaffold student thinking, encouraging them to 

find rich connections between literary works and non-literary bodies of works, 

while reflective activities help them internalise the criteria. This approach 

builds not only fluency in the task itself, but confidence and conceptual clarity 

that carry into their performance.

How can Kognity English A: Language and Literature help prepare 
students to achieve success in the Internal Assessment?



Kognity develops students’ critical thinking and textual analysis skills by 

guiding them through inquiry-driven tasks, real-text connections, and 

scaffolded interpretation. Every extract—literary or non-literary—is paired 

with probing questions that ask students not just what is said, but how and 

why it’s said, and to what effect. Templates and activity sheets support 

students in breaking down textual features, evaluating authorial choices, and 

constructing well-supported interpretations. By providing multiple entry points 

into complex texts and encouraging reflection through portfolio prompts, 

Kognity cultivates habits of mind that empower students to read between the 

lines—and beyond them.

How can Kognity English A: Language and Literature help students 
with their critical thinking and textual analysis skills?
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To prepare for IB exams, students can use Kognity’s targeted Topic 3- 

Assessment subtopic and exam-style questions to hone their critical thinking, 

textual analysis, writing and speaking skills. Each assessment— Individual 

Oral, Paper 1, Paper 2, and the HL Essay—is supported by clear guidance, 

and templates that break down the demands of the task. Auto-graded 

knowledge checks and activities also allow for low-stakes, high-impact 

practice, while reflective activities ensure students track their progress. Rather 

than teaching to the test, Kognity prepares students to meet the exam with 

clarity, agency, and critical insight—grounded in skills they’ve built over time.

How can Kognity English A: Language and Literature help students 
with their critical thinking and textual analysis skills?


